Research by Brunello Ceccanti has given fundamental contribution to better understanding of stability and function of extracellular enzyme activities in soil and meaning of soil microbial activity also in relation to soil quality. His laboratory attracted many scientists from all over the world. He collaborated with renowned scientists like Ladd, Speir, and TrasarCepeda. He had a good publication record.
He always tried to make the work easy and stayed with all the scientists who went through his laboratory. He knew how to transmit his knowledge and scientific ideas with enthusiasm and humanity. It is for these reasons that we want to remember not only the scientist but also the colleague and friend who is loved by all those who knew him. Biol Fertil Soils (2017 ) 53:367 DOI 10.1007 /s00374-017-1182 
